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vour own self-interest is to be nice."

The study locked at games between equals. Funishment does
S A Ik nens seem to have a place in games when one plaver is dominant

and neads to enforce submission, Nowak said.

In MNowak's experiment, the students plaved more than 8,000 games of prisoner's dilemma,

using dimes to reward and punish. The normal game of prisoner's dilemma gives two players
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two options: cooperata or defect. If both coopearate, each ends up winning a dime. If both
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refugees, if only to restore its
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defect, cach gets nothing. If one cooperates and the othar defects, the cooperative player losas

=0 cents and the defector wins g0 cents.

IMNowak then added a "costly punishment" component. & player could choose to punish

somecns who didn't cooperate. That penalized the non-cooperative person 4o cents, but the

other plaver had to pay a dime to mete out the punishment.
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When Mowak compared how much money people earned or lost in the long run, there was a .

noticeable corralation between punishment and overall money. The players who punished

their opponents the least, or not at all, made the most money.
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Thaose who punished the most mads the least money.

When faced with a nasty opponent, turning the other cheek and continuing to cooperate — or

at least not handing cut punishment — paid off more in the long run, the study found.

The paper malkes sense and is interesting in its loolk at repeated interaction, said University of

Central Florida economics profassor Elisabet Rutstrom, who works on game theory but was
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